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‘Bucolic scenes from Well-

Artist ) ner’s European travels, as well
JoAnn Wellner ~ aspastoral views that might be
created a any place, including her long-
self-portrait (right). time home in Western Wash-
-~ | ington County, hang in her
Landscapes in fused Hillsboro studio. The land-
glass, inspired by her scapes may finally be what
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what she envisioned in her
- mind. “With glass, I could
make something that I could
be proud of.”

Her success with stained

mﬁchers and ormments for
 the bazaar circuit — transi-
tioned into fused glasal with

mwmaierial mt—mirari-

saIdWellner.whobeganwork '

Iscapes in glass
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glassmakers, Bullseye and Eu-
roboros.
ThePorﬂandama,shﬂsaid.

with the two big glassmakers,

has become a center for glass |

artists in

recent MS«
“Th:ar:g alot going on here

Wellner saw Portland artist
Roger Thomas’s work in a
gallery and “came unglued.”

“His work looks like oil
painting,” said Wellner, who
decided she wanted to study
with him. For several years,

- she has trekked into Portland

to learn fused glass techniques

from Thomas, who also teach-

es in Europe and has work in

_ga]leries from Wrginja to gy
Wel]nerherselfse]]sga:ﬂen sk )

art glass at The Artfull Garden
and ornaments at Jill Corinne
in downtown Hillsboro, and is
collaborating with Hillsboro
jewelry designer Kelly

who uses Wellner’s fused

in a jewelry collection that is

gaining nation-wide attention.

Last year, Wellner’s goal .

was to appear in a regional
glass show and this year she
has completed a series of glass
tiles for the Oregon Glass
Guild’s auction and will be a
part of the guild’s spring show.
She’d also like to create custom
glass tiles for high-end interi-
- or designers.

Like many artists, Wellner
said the hardest part of her job
is marketing her work.

Wellner considers herself a
mostly self-taught artist. As a
- fourth grader growing up in

JoAnn Boatwright / The Argus
Fused glass artist JoAnn

~ Wellner in her Hillsboro

studio (left).

Glass sunflower tiles
(below) made bvvmlmr

Glendale in southern Oregon, *

she won a poster contest and
$20, but trained for a career as
a dentnl hye
She met and Mmarried

lived in Hillsboro sin 1973
(except for a couple of years at
the turn of the millennium
when they were in Roseburg)
and family roots and friend-
ships run deep for the glass
artist.

The Wellners’ two sons live
in Beaverton and Richard, now
retired, is his wife’s biggest
fan, building a light-filled stu-
dio fOr hg,r to wrorkher magic

) ' {4
‘what wﬂl come out of the kiln.
“It can be exciting, but it can
also be distressing,” she said.

The “distressing” pieces,
she said, are “happy acci-
dents” that eventually become
incorporated into other proj-
ects.

Wel]ner’s next goal is to
study with renowned Italian
glass artist Miriam di Fiore in
Mirano and Venice.

What keeps Wellner going

may be that do-it-yourself phi-
Iosoph}c “If we have a desire to
do something, we should do it
or we will look back on it with
regret,” she said. “When we
have these urges, these little
dreams, we need to remember
that we are the only ones who
can act on it. We need to do it
for ourselves.”




